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EDITORIALS
The great need today is for more

prayer. When we think of the condi-

tions in Europe, of the threatening

danger at home, and how war may be

declared at any moment, of the condi-

tions in our fields in Turkey and of

the great opportunities in China, how
we should pray to the Lord of the har-

vest, knowing that He will overrule

all things to the bringing in of His

Kingdom.
Our prayers should be in faith. We

have long prayed for the opening of

Turkey, but have we really believed

that it might soon come ? Look at the
revolution in Russia and realize that
we know not what a day may bring
forth.

We should pray in willingness to be
used in answering our own prayers.
God uses men and women to carry on
His work, and who more so than those
who are praying?
We should pray in assurance until

God has answered our prayers. His
promise is He that asketh receiveth.

Our prayers should be prayers of
thanksgiving for what God has done,
is doing and will do. “Rejoice ever-
more. Pray without ceasing. In
everything give thanks.”

CHINA FOR CHRIST CAMPAIGN

(Letter from R. A. Blair, Field

Secretary.)

The news of the appointment by
the Foreign Board came as I was leav-

ing home for two weeks’ work in

Pittsburgh and Beaver Falls.

I was detained there for seven
weeks, and having accepted the ap-

pointment I found opportunity to pre-

sent the call of the Board in Faith,

Wilkinsburg, Allegheny, Central Alle-

gheny, Eighth Street, East End, Gen-
eva and College Hill congregations. I

found a warm response in all these

places, and while some feel that on ac-

count of the heavy home expense and
the work they are already doing for

the church they cannot do much more,
yet others are rejoicing in a further

opportunity of which they think they
can avail themselves. The Board and
our Lord Himself only asks of each
one of us that we do what we can but

it is also true that we never reach the

limit. He always gives added ability.

In this China for Christ campaign we
are seeking to do just what we can for

China. We are not asking or desir-

ing that any one will do less for any
work of the church, and we hope no
one will stop short of the tithe. We



73 OLIVE TREES

are putting before our people the priv-

ilege and opportunity of going beyond
what we are now doing, and for some
to give out of their nine-tenths so

that this day of wonderful opportun-
ity may be seized.

We are glad that some of the con-
gregations are hoping to be able to

support a missionary over and above
what they are now doing, and others,

while not able to assume full support
for a worker, are going to do what
they can. Individuals also are coming
forward arid taking on the support of

a missionary. Mrs. M. E. McKee, of
Clarinda, and Mrs. Eda S. E. McKee,
of Pittsburgh, are paying for the
support of a lady medical missionary
for this coming year, and are also giv-

ing to the Board of Trustees $6000
each to secure the permanent support
of such a missionary. We have the
assurance from some other families
that they hope in the near future to

take on a missionary themselves, and
some families are hoping to give both
the missionary and the support. The
Foreign Board is seeking to lead in

the matter. The member of the Board
who is personally financing the cam-
paign, with his wife is taking on the
support of a missionary over and
above what he is now doing, and the
other members are hoping to increase
their gifts as the Lord prospers them,
and even to give up some things that
the battle of the Lord may be carried
to victory.

It was my privilege to speak to the
students in both our College and Sem-
inary. I am glad of the deep interest

in mission work in both institutions.

The prospects are good for mission-
aries for our future work. I was
especially glad to see the evidences of
deep spiritual life and of interest in

the work of the Lord both at home and
abroad. The Seminary men have
formed a gospel team that is already
doing good work. Quite a number of

the College students are actively en-

gaged in definite Christian work, and
it is the hope that this will be much
increased.

Years ago while a student in Gen-
eva College I was compelled through
an accident to spend part of the sum-
mer vacation on the Hill. (It proved a
most enjoyable time.) I remember
going out in Mr. Torrens’ grocery
wagon with ex-President George,
President Martin and others to a
place over the hills called Oakville.
Mrs. Winger, of California, then Miss
Mary E. McCartney, of College Hill,

conducted a Sabbath school class dur-
ing the summer out there. It was
held either below the trees or in a
home. We went out that day with
Miss McCartney for a social, and I

will always remember the good time
we had. Since then the College Hill

congregation under the leadership of
Mr. Martin have built a fine chapel
and a flourishing Sabbath school and
mission has been carried on. There
has been a number of superintend-
ents, among them being Mr. Martin,
Mr. Walker Wilson, and at present the
work has taken a new advance under
the efficient leadership of Prof. H. H.
Wylie, of Geneva College. He assist-

ed by his good wife and other mem-
bers of the congregation and by stu-

dents of the College.

It was my privilege to preach there
the last few days in February and the
first few in March. While the weather
was not what we might have desired,

yet the interest increased and besides
many who received a quickening of
their life, about twenty took a new
stand for Jesus Christ. One soweth
and another reapeth, and all rejoice

together. Our prayers are with Prof.

Wylie and his workers and this inter-

esting band of people that these who
have confessed His name may grow in

the grace and the knoweldge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, to

Whom be the glory both now and for-

ever.

I had the privilege of attending the

meeting of the Foreign Board in

Philadelphia and of a short visit at

Princeton, where I had a delightful

visit with Mr. Burt Wilson, Mr. Robt.

Graham, Rev. R, E. and Mrs. Wilson
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and Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Edgar. If

any one is going past Princeton this

spring, don’t fail to stop, if only for
an hour. It will do you good. I had
also the pleasure of a short visit in

New York City, and a little time with
Mr. Adams and Mr. Mitchell at the
Bible school. They are enjoying their
work immensely and looking forward
with great hope to the future.

While in Philadelphia I had the
great pleasure of a visit at our Jewish
Mission. I was at the class for girls,

and while there were many familiar

faces to greet there were also many
new faces. Miss Forsyth and Miss
McFarland are carrying on the work
better than it has been done at any
time I have known of, and they de-

serve our warmest support and our
earnest prayers.

I am spending a week in Cambridge
holding evangelistic services and have
had the pleasure of presenting the
mission work to all our congregations
here. I go next week to Superior,
Neb., for the convention, and expect
to spend the time until synod in Kan-
sas and Colorado presbyteries. The
Lord is graciously giving health and
strength to both the folks at home and
to myself, for which we give Him
thanks.

LOVE MAKES THE BURDEN
LIGHT

“He’s not heavy—he’s my brother.”

“Why’s he’s my brother, don’t you
see?

It’s ’cause I love him I can say
That he’s not heavy; it’s like-

play—
That’s why I lift him easily.”

The little face upturned to mine
Was pale and thin, but in the eyes

Shone love’s strong light that pain
defies,

And that slight figure seemed a

shrine.

Wherein the Christ—Love’s self

—

might dwell!
For He within that heart had

wrought
The miracle of love, and taught,

Through her, our selfish hearts as
well.

So may we lift with willing hands
.

Our brother, fainting by the way,
And with our teacher say,

“The burden’s light, when Love com-
mands.” —Selected.

DISAPPOINTMENT
Disappointment—His appointment,
Change one letter, then I see
That the thwarting of my purpose
Is God’s better choice for me.
His appointment must be blessing
Though it may come in disguise
For the end from the beginning
Open to His wisdom lies.

Disappointment—His appointment,
Whose? The Lord’s Who loves me

best

Understands and knows me fully,

Who my faith and love would test;

For, like loving earthly parent
He rejoices when He knows
That His child accepts, unquestioned,
All that from His wisdom flows.

Disappointment—His appointment,
No good thing will He withhold,
From denials oft we gather
Treasures of His love untold.

Well He knows each broken purpose
Leads to fuller deeper trust,

And the end of all His dealings
Proves our God is wise and just.

Disappointment—His appointment,
Lord, I take it, then as such,

Like the clay in hands of potter,

Yielding wholly to Thy touch.

All my life’s plan is Thy moulding,
Not one single choice be mine

;

Let me answer, unrepining

—

Father, “Not my will, but Thine.”

—Christian Workers’ Magazine.
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Cincinnati, Ohio, 1917.
During the past year the Women’s

Missionary Society has held twelve
regular meetings. Seven of these
were held in the home of different

members, and five at the church.
There are eighteen names enrolled,

with an average attendance of seven.

Our mission study for the year, Dr.
Balph’s book, “Fifty Years of Mission
Work in Syria,” conducted by Mrs. F.

F. Reade, was both interesting and
instructive. The devotional exercises

have also been of a helpful nature. A
program of topics and leaders was
made out for the year. Letters have
been written to and received from a
number of our missionaries. The
Publicity Commission gives mission
news on the third Sabbath of each
month. In presenting our annual re-

port we do so in a spirit of thankful-
ness and gratitude to our Heavenly
Father for the kind care with which
He has watched over us during the
past year. Our number has not been
diminished by death.

Now as we enter the work of an-
other year may it be with renewed zeal

and energy in the Master’s cause, and
when inclined to grow weary or dis-

couraged, remember that no effort in

His name is fruitless.

Respectfully submitted,
K. Elizabeth Smith,

Secretary.

Treasurer’s Report of Women’s Mis-
sionary Society of Cincinnati

Congregation for the Year

1916.

Receipts.

Balance on hand $8.82
Dues for year 39.30

Contributions 44.95
Mite-Box collections 16.05

Toward Improving Class-room 3.00

Contingent Fund 3.46

Woman’s Missionary Federa-
tion of Cincinnati 7.00

$122.50

Disbursements.
Anti-Polygamy Crusade $10.00
15 Mite-Boxes .30

9 Copies of Balph’s Mission
Book 3.15

Secretary’s Book .50

Syrian Relief 32.00
Material for Clothing (Jew-

ish Mission) 4.13
Freight for same .43

Floor covering for vestibule of
church 11.88

Aged Peoples’ Home 5.00
Syrian Mission 10.00
Southern Mission 5.00
Fruit and flowers (Contingent
Fund) 2.50

To Treasurer of Woman’s Mis-
sionary Federation of Cin-
cinnati 7.00

Chinese Mission 5.00
Balance on hand 25.69

$122.50
Of this balance, the mite-box col-

lection, $16.05, and contribution,

$5.62, will be used to improve Begin-
ners’ Class-room

; $3.06 balance from
membership dues, used for missions
only; 96 cents in hand of Contingent
Treasurer; $78.13 has been given to

missions. Respectfully submitted,
Mrs. Farrie Smith,

Treasurer.

Do not try to do a great thing
;
you

may waste all your life waiting for

an opportunity which may never come. -

But since little things are always
claiming your attention, do them as

they come, from a great motive, the

glory of God, to win His smile of ap-

proval, and to do good to men.—F. B.

Meyer.
According to a statement by the

Rev. J. C. Robbins, there are in China
262 foreign men physicians, 79 for-

eign women physicians, and 115 Chi-

nese physicians. Boston, with its 2000
physicians, has one medical man to

every 350 of the population as com-
pared with one to every 877,000
people in China.
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SPECIAL ARTICLES
COVENANTER WITNESS FOR

THE BLESSED LIFE

Rev. T. M. Slater.

About twenty years ago Dr. R. J.

George was in London, and in com-

pany with Dr. J. C. McFeeters called

upon Dr. Wilkinson, who was at that

time connected with the Mildmay
Mission. After his return Dr. George

wrote of the delightful interview they,

had with this great man, of their

season of prayer together in which

all took part, and how as they rose

from their knees, Dr. Wilkinson, with

his hand upon the door to allow them
to pass out, said feelingly : “The pres-

ence of Christ with me in this room is

just as real to me as is the presence of

you brethren at this moment.” And
in connection with the recital of this

incident Dr. George wrote : “I am glad

to believe that there are some among
us who have attained to high privilege

in this regard. Within a fortnight I

have heard two of our ministers and
one elder expressing themselves as

having such an experience of the pres-

ence of Christ with them in their

work, that they would scarcely be sur-

prised if they should hear his voice

speaking to them, and looking up
should behold his glorious form and
face. 0, beloved, I think that in some
such way as this we shall realize the

presence of our Lord in the millennial

glory.”

Lives Hid With Christ.

That Dr. George was himself one
who had “attained to high privilege

in this regard,” will be granted by all

who were in any way familiar with
his Christian life and service. What-
ever he was as a preacher, or a teach-

er, or a reformer, or a beloved and
successful pastor, he was first of all a

saint, and knew well the secret of the

Blessed Life. I cannot recall ever
hearing him speak of his religious ex-

perience in just those terms, but the

evident message of his ministry pro-

claimed a life hid with Christ in God,
for he himself entered into the bless-

edness and manifested the power of

such a life as few Covenanters in mod-
ern times have ever done. The secret

of his saintship and spirituality, as I

believe, was the importance in which
he held his experimental knowledge
of, and personal fellowship with Jesus
Christ in the Holy Spirit. I so well

recall hearing him, one winter after-

noon in my father’s home in Wilkins-
burg, discussing the subject of the
Holy Spirit as an object of faith and
prayer equally with the First and
Second Persons of the Trinity. And
never shall I forget how, at the close

of one of his masterly lectures in Pas-
toral Theology to us students while in

the Seminary, he looked earnestly into

our faces and said : “I hope that every
one of you will be Holy Ghost preach-
ers.” Personally I am glad to testify

to the help in spiritual things which
I obtained from God through this

great preacher and teacher, both while
waiting upon his ministry as a college

student and later in my direct prep-
aration for the ministry. A like tes-

timony will be given by many others,

and is it too much to say that God
raised up this man, and put him in the
place which he occupied, to stand as a

witness for this type of religion in the
Covenanter Church? This witness
has finished his testimony, and as the
men of his generation are fast pass-

ing to their reward, and a new gener-
ation comes forward to fill the ranks,

what about continuing the testimony,
or if the testimony is to be progress-
ive, what particular progress is it to

make? The life and experience of Dr.
George, together with his testimony
above quoted with reference to Dr.
Wilkinson and others, is of special

importance to the Covenanters of this

generation, not only as setting his

seal upon the reality and scriptural-

ness of these experiences, but they
also suggest two questions which de-

serve our thoughtful consideration.

\
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The Challenge of Goodness.

First, if some Christians of a past
generation enjoyed such fellowship
with Christ that his presence with
them was as real as that of the vis-

itors who stood with them in the room,
and was so near to them that in their
work that they would scarcely at any
time have been surprised to hear his

voice speaking to them, or looking up
would not have been unprepared to
behold his glorious form and face;
then why may not Covenanters in this

generation who do the same work,
serve the same Lord, and have the
same needs, enjoy like privileges?

Some of us remember to have seen
and talked to the men who testify to

these things, and they were real men
^f flesh and blood—not Bible charac-
ters, or saints of some past age. If

it was possible for them, why could it

not be possible for us ? If these things
are possible for one, they should be
possible for all. If they are not pos-
sible for all, they are to be questioned
as possible to any, but who will ques-
tion the witnesses quoted as being
either insincere, or lacking in balance?
Who will say that they were either

weak-minded or fanatical?

The Millennium Test.

The second question suggested is

this: If it is in “some such way as
this we shall realize the presence of

our Lord in the millennial glory,”

then how closely does the Covenanter
Church at the present time correspond
with the Millennium Church? The
crowning glory of any church that
will continue until the Millennium will

be that no doctrine or practice now
recognized will have to be changed,
any new chapters added to its testi-

mony, or any serious reconstruction
be required. This is a glory to which
we have as a Church in some measure
aspired. How often have we said

among ourselves, quite unctiously,

“When the Millennium comes, every-
body will be Covenanters.” But have
we ever stopped to ask, “What kind of

Covenanters ?” We have for the most

part simply assumed that we are our-
selves all right, and that all now
needed to bring in the Millennium is

for every one else to simply think and
act as we do.

Approved in Part.

In certain important particulars this

may be true. I am willing to take
second place with no one in denomina-
tional loyalty, or satisfaction either in

our Church’s past history or present
attainments. In our testimony for the
purity of Christ’s worship, for the
sun-lit life, for world-wide missions,
for the headship of Christ over the
nations, and for all social and political

reforms, I believe we hold a position

to which all other Christians will

eventually come, and if we continue
steadfast unto the end in our testi-

mony for these things we may have
the honor in leading others in these
great reforms which we all feel are so

needful at present, and which must
certainly prevail before Christ’s King-
dom can be established in the earth.

What Lack We Yet?

But what about those other marks of

the true Millennial Church, foremost
among which, and more glorious than
any other, will be the joyous fellow-

ship of the Bridegroom with the Bride

in that marriage day of the Lamb, and
for which his Wife must make herself

ready? If we are to expect that a

conscious, sensible fellowship with
Christ will characterize all of the

Church’s relations with her Lord in

that Golden Day, so that every meet-

ing of the Church, from the Synod
down to the most obscure prayer serv-

ice will be conducted in the recognized

fellowship of Jesus, so that in those

meetings a wrangle or a dead service

would be an impossible thing ; and if in

our personal walk at that time the

presence of the Comforter will encom-
pass us as sunlight fills a room or

floods the landscape, bringing to us

like benefits—if this is to be the Mil-

lennium Church and if Millennium

Christians are to be like this, must it
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not come home to the hearts of us all

as we try our life by these tests, and
if the Covenanter Church is to meet
that age unashamed or take her true
part in the work of introducing it to

the world, we must make ourselves
“ready” by not only continuing to up-
hold our testimony for that sort of an
age, in opposition to the false views
which are becoming so popular and
which are in some measure invading
our life, but make our testimony for

these truths still more emphatic, by a
fuller participation in every feature
of the Millennium Church and of those
experiences which we certainly know
to be God’s will for us then, and of

which we may have the 'beginning
now?

How Will the Millennium Begin?

An added argument for this lies in

the truth as to how the Millennium
age is to be introduced. To those who
expect the visible appearing of the
Saviour at that time, the new heavens
and the new earth wherein dwelleth
righteousness will be introduced by “a
sudden, dazzling, overwhelming cata-

clysmic overthrow and magic recon-
struction.” We condemn such notions
as puerile, but what is our own expec-
tation as to how that period is to

begin? If we hold that the fellow-

ships with Christ in that day will be
with his invisible presence in the Holy
Spirit, then in what manner will this

general Christ-consciousness begin to

be felt, and in that way will it be in-

troduced? Do we Post-millennialists

simply expect to go to bed some night,

and wake up the next morning to find

that the Millennium has begun? If so,

our notions are just as puerile as those
of our Pre-millennial brethren. No
Spirit-led reform has ever come to the
world in this way, and what will the
Millennium be but the culmination of
all Spirited reforms? We talk about
that as the time “when the Spirit will

be poured out from on high,” but have
we no part to take in having this out-
pouring started ?

Morning Stars.

If we look forward to this as the

dawn of the Golden Age, what reason
have we to expect it to come any dif-

ferently from any other dawn, which
comes gradually, silently, with many
wavering and uncertain lights, and,

perhaps, with alternating shadows ? I

may be mistaken, but personally I

expect the Millennium to be intro-

duced in some such way as was the
Reformation period by witnesses who
preceded it as morning stars, men
who had themselves caught the first

glimpse of the comjng day, who were
themselves living in, and reflecting its

light, and under whose preaching the
truth spread from heart to heart,

from church to church, and from land

to land. I recognize it as entirely pos-

sible for Christ to open the windows
of heaven and by a sudden manifesta-
tion of himself to his people in some
such way as he did at Pentecost, start

the Millennium in a single day, but
even at Pentecost the outpouring was
preceded by the testimony of wit-

nesses who said that God was willing

to do this, and by unceasing prayer
that it would be done.

That former rain has been given,
and the latter rain is promised, and in

the meantime are we not to pray for
rain in the time of rain ? How other-
wise than by prayer and the testimony
of faithful witnesses who have them-
selves entered into the realized leader-

ship and companionship of Jesus, shall

this which is to be the greatest priv-

ilege and glory of the Millennium be-

come the common experience of all?

Many a time in our testimony for the
Kingship of Christ over the nations it

is said to us: “0, your views are all

right for the Millennium.” To which
we have promptly answered, “If they
are good enough for that time, why
not accept them now, for if you and
every one else will begin to believe this

way the Millennium will be here.”

The Fingers of Dawn.
We see much that is written in these
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days of the evidences that the Millen-

nium is near at hand. Wouldwe all feel

perfectly home in its atmosphere if its

light were to break tomorrow? Let
us remember that its coming means
infinitely more than the triumph of

those political and social reforms for

which we have always witnessed. We
will then rejoice to see the universal
acknowledgment of the Kingship of

Christ over the nations, but there will

be something in which we will rejoice

even more—the recognized fellowship
of the King which will make such
an acknowledgment spontaneous and
natural. His present Kingship and
his present fellowship are truths of

present and incomparable importance.
If it is both needless and sinful to defer

until the Millennium an acceptance of

the truth of Christ's Kingship over
the nations, is it not equally needless

and sinful to defer until that time an
acceptance of the truth and a compli-
ance with the conditions which will

admit us into that fellowship now?
We as Covenanters are historic wit-

nesses to one of these truths, and shall

we not also claim the privilege and
blessedness of witnessing to the other.

To live and to walk in the light of

that fellowship is the one all-enrich-

ing, all-satisfying, all-inclusive bless-

ing, the one incomparable good. It is

also the essential pre-requisite of suc-

cess in any service, but especially of

all who would qualify as witnesses to

this element of millennial bliss, and so

hasten the coming of that day upon
earth
GOOD NEWS CONCERNING THE

CHOSEN PEOPLE
A clipping has been sent from the

March Cynosure giving the following

quotation from a Jewish Journal con-

cerning a "Conversion Epidemic"
among Jews in Russia

:

"Newspapers and correspondents

in Russia bring the sad news that

masses of Jews are now being con-

verted to Christianity. It is rare to

find a family that does not have a

convert. At one time a convert was

a blot or black sheep in a family.
Now people do not observe these blots,

because nearly all families have the
same blots.

"A convert is not looked upon as
an outcast, a betrayer of the Jewish
people, but he is held as an upright
man, even as before he became a con-
vert.

"Now the religious feelings of the
pious Jews of Russia have been weak-
ened, and a great number believe that
religion and the nation are two sep-
arate matters; that a man can be a
patriotic Jew and at the same time
believe in Christianity."

May not the time soon come when
sentences such as the above may be
written of Jews in America!

E. M. McFarland.

WANTED—A WORKER
God never goes to the lazy or idle

when He needs men for His service.

When God wants a worker, He calls

for a worker. When He has work to

be done, He goes to those who are

already at work. When God wants a

great servant, He calls a busy man.
Scripture and history attest this truth.

Moses was busy with his flocks at

Horeb.
Gideon was busy threshing wheat

by the press.

Saul was busy searching for his

father's lost beasts.

David was busy caring for his fath-

er's sheep.

Elisha was busy ploughing with
twelve yoke of oxen.

Amos was busy following the flock.

Nehemiah was busy bearing the

king’s wine cup.

Peter and Andrew were busy cast-

ing a net into the sea.

James and John were busy mending
their nets.

Matthew was busy collecting cus-

toms.
Saul was busy persecuting the

friends of Jesus.

William Carey was busy mending
and making shoes.

—

Unknown .
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THE CHRIST LIFE ON TRIAL

By W. G. A. Millar,
Gideon, Purchasing Agent, American

Bridge Co., Pittsburgh, PaA

The Court Room.
The “Christ life” is on trial day by

day in the Court of Humanity. The
jury of skeptics and doubters are in

their seats, and the visitors’ gallery is

crowded. Let us look at the motley
throng. Here some are jeering and
full of ridicule. Over yonder are a
great number of cold and indifferent

former churchgoers, while others are

full of criticism and of their own im-
portance. But here is another class,

those with a wistful gaze directed

towards the witness stand, hiding
many a sorrowful and burdened
heart. Why are the proceedings
halted? Because there are no wit-

nesses for the defense.
The Witness.

At last a Christian business man is

seen on the stand, telling the simple
story of how one day he met Jesus
Christ, surrendered his will to the
Master, and then turned and follow-

ed Him. His brief testimony is con-
cluded—then a miracle takes place.

The Verdict.

The jury are convinced, those who
“came to scoff remained to pray,” and
what of the burdened hearts? To
many of these has come a new-born
faith as they listened to the simple
story of Jesus and His love, of His
power to “rescue the perishing, care
for the dying, heal the sick, and lead

the blind.” At the next day’s session or
soon thereafter, many of the new be-
lievers are found on the witness stand

;

and why have these timid ones cour-
age to speak? All because one Chris-
tian man confessed his faith in Christ
before the world.

The Judge.
And what of Him who presides at

every session of the court, who is the

Mr. Millar is a leading Christian business
man in the United States. He has had a per-
sonal experience with Jesus Christ and is being
greatly blessed.—Editors.

silent listener to every testimony,
either for or against the accused ? One
of the surprises of this trial is, that
the judge is invisible and reveals His
power and presence first to those who
witness for His Son, who is really the
one on trial, and then to those who
believe the testimony of such wit-

nesses, but to no others. But some day
all mankind shall see His face, either

with joy (Rev. 22: 4) or with fear

(Rev. 20: 11).

The Great Need.

The greatest need of the world to-

day is not that the European War
should cease, much as humanity is

hoping for peace, nor for more mis-
sionaries in our fields at home and
abroad, neither for millions of money
to convert the heathen, but simply
that every Christian man and woman
should testify to the unsaved of what
the Christ life is to them—in other

words, to have a “Passion for Souls.”

How shall the 66,000,000 unchurched
in our land hear of Christ and of His
blessed salvation ? They never go

within the sound of the Gospel, and it

is most evident they will never hear
unless Christian men and women tell

them the good news. If you say to the

people of the average congregation

that God wants them to be winners
of souls, they will excuse themselves

by saying that Gypsy Smith, Torrey,

Chapman, “Billy” Sunday, and other

evangelists can do this work, but it is

impossible for them. They really be-

lieve this because they have not been
told otherwise; have never been in-

structed that God requires this service

of every Christian, and, furthermore,
have not been shown how to do it.

Our Duty.

Is it not, therefore, the privilege and
duty of our pastors and leaders to

show God’s people everywhere how to

get back to the vital principles' of

Christianity? Back to the spirit of

the first century of our era, to the pas-

sion and vision that has made Korea
today a Christian nation ;

back to the

“Passion for Souls?”



86 OLIVE TREES

The Obstacles.

Several years ago in the Sunday
School Times there appeared the fol-

lowing :

“The great need of our age and its

great lack is a passion for souls, that
swelling tide of intense emotions, that
outflow of love and desire to serve,

which lifts a man up over his selfish-

ness, his sordidness, his timidity, his

indolence; and sweeps him on to high
and heroic endeavors, not only for one
spasmodic effort alone but steadily
driving him through the months, and
years, and decades.”

These lines have been quoted to
many audiences during the past three
years, and hundreds of people have
been thrilled as they have listened to
this great appeal. Every reason today
for Christian inactivity can be ac-

counted for by one or more of these
four obstacles to personal effort, as
follows

:

Selfishness.

We are so busy providing for our
bodily comforts and seeking the pleas-
ures of this world that we miss the
joy of the unselfish life. “He that los-

eth his life (in service) for My sake
shall find it” (Matt. 10: 39). Find
what? He will find the “High calling
of God in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 3:14).
And to what are we called? To go
and preach the Gospel, to witness to
others of our faith in Christ. Luke
9 :60 was spoken by Christ to a lay-
man in the crowd.

Sordidness.

The “love” of money is surely the
root of all evil, although money itself

may be a great blessing. Many a
Christian is so absorbed in piling up
riches on earth that he forgets to lay
up the heavenly treasures of redeemed
souls. “They that turn many to right-
eousness (shall shine) as the stars for
ever and ever” (Dan. 12: 3).

Timidity.

Many Christians lose the “peace
that floweth like a river” because of a

fear to let God have His way in our
lives. Many a church member has
said to the writer, “I cannot speak to

a man about Christ.” And why this

reluctance? Simply because he is

afraid to surrender his will to Christ.

When this has once been done, Jesus
becomes so real and precious that the
believer must tell the story to others.

Only a full cup overflows, and it is

only the soul that is filled with Christ
that becomes His joyful witness. The
timid Christian will say, “I can’t,”

and God passes him by and gives the
blessing to another. This other Chris-

tian says, “I have never done this

service, but I will try,” and then God
opens to him the windows of Heaven,
and sends him forth as a flaming torch

to point the way of salvation to dying
men.

Indolence.

“Billy” Sunday in speaking to a

Christian audience once said: “What
you good people need is enthusiasm
for God.” That is, they needed to be

shaken out of a life of lazy indiffer-

ence into one of joyful active service,

into a life of what Doctor J. H. Jowett
calls, “the power of- enthusiastic

moral passion.”

We sing with David, “Restore unto
me the joy of thy salvation; and up-

hold me with a willing spirit. Then
will I teach transgressors thy ways;
and sinners shall be converted unto

thee” (Psalms 51: 12-13). And yet

many Christians never discover the

secret that as they teach transgressors

the way to God His joy follows as a

natural sequence.

As J. H. McConkey has said : “Joy
is the by-product of obedience.”

Bishop W. F. Oldham once said:

“The only hands and feet, the only

eyes, lips and tongue that God has

and can use are those of His children

in carying out His will.” Have we
each one as Christians consecrated

these members of our body to the serv-

ice of our Master?

Emergency Christians.

S. D. Gordon remarked recently at
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a conference that “There are three
kinds of people in the world: First,

Non-Christians
; second, Ordinary

Christians; third, Emergency Chris-
tians. Oh! that God would make us
all “Emergency Christians,” for the
“time is short and the night cometh
when no man can work.”

Selling the Gospel.

In the business world a good sales-

man soon learns how to create a de-
mand for the goods he has to sell. In
selling the Gospel to the unsaved, we
must create a desire for salvation and
instill a great unrest in the soul of the
other person. This is often brought
about by a brief personal testimony
as to what Christ has done for us.

A few weeks ago I was telling an
elderly business man of my own faith

in Christ. First a wistful look, then
his eyes filled with tears, and I knew
a longing for the Christ life had come
into his soul. Following a personal
testimony, many a business man has
said to the writer, “Oh, that I could
have a faith and joy like that!” Let
us make our faith attractive to others.

A preacher once asked his audience,
“What are you plus—a lawyer, doctor,
salesman, manufacturer, office clerk,

plus what? What do you do with your
leisure time? Why not add Soul Win-
ning and get into the King’s business?

How to Do It.

How can I win souls? A little

preparation each day will soon teach
the most ignorant Christian the great
secret. Here are five essentials

:

First : Observe the morning watch.
Second : Make a daily offering to

service.

Third : Pray for opportunities.
Fourth : Have a prayer list.

Fifth : Keep very humble.
By following out this plan every

day, God will use us in ways of which
we have never dreamed. He will send
people to us, asking how to find the
way of life. Some will write to us,

asking that we pray for them. And

all these opportunities come because
we are willing to serve, and God will

do all the rest.

At a recent summer conference, in

an interview I told one of the dele-

gates the simple plan of winning
souls. A month later there came a
letter, saying the secret had been dis-

covered, and that God was using this

person to save others.

A few weeks ago an insurance agent
tried to sell the writer a life insurance
policy. After fully considering the
proposition, I convinced this agent
that there was no need for more in-

surance. As he was about to leave,

the thought came: “Why shouldn’t I

sell him a policy in the Eternal Life
Insurance Company?” First ascer-

taining his place of residence and
church connection, I asked him if he
knew the Lord, and found he was just

a nominal Christian. Next I explained
the difference between “believing in

Christ” and “knowing Christ” as a
personal friend. He replied that this

was a new thought, something that he
had never heard of before. The in-

terview ended by my presenting him
with one of the business men’s tracts

of the Personal Workers’ League,
Central Y. M. C. A, Pittsburgh. It

was my great joy a few weeks later

to learn that this man had found
Christ as his Lord and Master in the

perusal of the printed pamphlet. Here
was a soul just awaiting for some one
to show him the way, and when the

desire was once awakened he accepted

Christ.

How the Passion Grows.

As the “months, and years, and de-

cades” go swiftly by, the real purpose
of our life on earth becomes clearer

each day, and as we testify to . others

of the undying love of Christ, the

“Passion for Souls” in our own hearts

becomes an ever-increasing reality.

We discover at last that we are “co-

laborers together with God,” to bring
in His kingdom and the reign of the

Prince of Peace upon the earth.

—

The Gideon.
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FROM OUR JEWISH MISSION

We wish many throughout the
Church could have been present last

night at a special meeting held in our
Chapel. Mr. Hellyer, a converted
Jew, in charge of the Presbyterian
Mission in our city, had been asked to

speak on the problems presented to

Jewish Missions, and friends in our
three Philadelphia congregations were
asked to come and hear him.

Mr. Hellyer spoke with enthusiasm
and gave much encouragement as to

work among Jewish people. He spoke
of the needs of the hundreds of mil-

lions of heathen compared with the
millions of Jews, but quoted the prom-
ises that these millions were to be
used in reaching the hundreds of mil-

lions.

“God did not intend,” he said, “that
the people he had chosen to be the
channels of the Word of Life should
be a ‘nation of peddlers/ but that they
are now in a transition stage? He
showed how the younger generations
are drifting into agnosticism and la-

mented the failure of Christian people

to show them Christ. The discourage-
ments in his own work, he said, came
not from his own people but from
Christians who argue that the Jews
are good citizens and neighbors, and
have the Old Testament and should
not have our New Testament forced
on them.

All present expressed their interest

in Mr. Hellyer’s address and went
away hopeful and encouraged. We
were glad to have with us President
Martin and Rev. Robert Clark, of

Geneva College.

The meetings here are held as usual,

and the attendance is in general good.

Our children are interested in leading

the Friday evening meetings them-
selves.

At our mother’s meeting we have a

reading from the New Testament in

Yiddish by one of the women, who is

a good reader. Last Tuesday as she

read the story of Ananias and Sap-
phira she became much interested

and stopped to explain the verses and
comment on them.
We are grateful for the letters that

come from Missionary Societies show-
ing their interest and readiness to

help.

The help given by friends in Phila-
delphia is much appreciated. Young
men from the First Church are mak-
ing plans to get acquainted with our
boys who need big brothers, and will

use our basement as a meeting place.

They are giving proofs of their zeal

by first undertaking the task of clean-

ing the basement and putting it in

order.

It is a pleasure to comply with the
requests of those who write for copies
of Mr. Hellyer’s book “From the
Rabbis to Christ.” At the last mid-
week prayer meeting of the Second
Church the hour was given to the
study of this book,

(

and all present
were much interested and helped by
the story of the proud Jew, who was
won over to be a faithful and humble
follower of his Master.
Through us, His professed follow-

ers, He is ready to “call” many more
to recognize Him as the “Power of

God.”
E. M. McFarland.

MISSIONARY MOTHER GOOSE
Mistress Mary, sweet as a dairy,

How does your mission band grow ?

“Oh, with money and with meetings,

And with pictures, maps and greet-

ings,

And little maids all in a row!”

Teddy, Teddy, ready and steady,

How does your mission band grow ?

“Oh, with earnestness and fun,

And some work for everyone,

And merry boys all in a row.”

There is always somebody to smile

at, somebody to give your chair to,

somebody to whom a book, a flower,

or even an old paper, will be a boon.

—

Josephine Pollard.
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NEWS FROM THE FIELD
Edited by Mrs. Findley M. Wilson, 2517 North Franklin Street,

Philadelphia, Penna.

At the last meeting of the Board of

Foreign Missions, held in Philadel-

phia, March 13, Mr. Richard C.

Adams, of Sterling, Kansas, a brother

of Miss Mary Adams, of our Tak Hing

station, and Mr. Jesse C. Mitchell, of

Winchester, Kansas, were appointed

missionaries for ministerial work in

South China. These young men are

recent graduates of our seminary, and

have been spending the winter in New
York as students at White’s Bible

Training School, in preparation for

the work of the foreign field. They

will likely leave for China in the early

fall or late summer.
* * * *

A cablegram was received in Phil-

adelphia last Friday, March 16, from
Tak Hing, China. It was signed

“Robb.” From it we fear that Dr. A.

I. Robb has again been overtaken by

malaria, and is in such a condition

that he will have to come home imme-
diately. The message is so brief that
the full purport of it is scarcely under-
stood, but it is feared that this is the

situation.
Hj * *

Mrs. A. T. Robb is also a contrib-

utor to our news columns this month.
Mrs. Robb’s letter is dated the 6th of

February

:

“The Chinese New Year has come,
and gone. It brought its usual round
of callers, and opportunities for meet-
ings and seeing some people that we
are not in touch with at other times
of the year. True, many come out of

curiosity, but people may sometimes
receive a blessing, even if they were
brought in contact with the truth by
their curiosity.

“The Chinese are always very busy

during the closing days of the old

year, and this year they were full

days for the missionaries as well. The
communion was on the fourteenth of
January, and the attendance was the
largest we have ever had at a winter
communion, one hundred and thirty-

three. There were four new names
added to the roll. Miss Brownlee ar-

rived at an early hour Saturday
morning for the communion and the
mission meeting. We were glad to

welcome her to Tak Hing as many of

us had not yet had the pleasure of
meeting her.

“On Tuesday afternoon the people
from Lo Ting arrived and that even-
ing the mission meeting began. Wed-
nesday afternoon it gave way to the
commencement exercises, of which
others more directly interested will

doubtless write. Thursday evening
the mission dinner was served at Dr.
Wright’s. Twenty-three of us sat

down at one table and enjoyed sweet
fellowship and a bountiful repast.

“Mission meeting closed Friday
afternoon, because all who were plan-
ning to leave Tak Hing before the hol-

idays must do so that evening, as the
boats would stop running for a week
at the New Year. Can you people at

home imagine such a thing as all

traffic tied up for a week or more
because of a holiday? However,
things are back to normal now. The
Lo Ting people have returned to their

work and Dr. Wright’s are packing,
expecting in a few days to move to

Canton. They will be greatly missed
here, but we wish them His blessing

in their new field.”
* * * *

The story that follows is from the
pen of Rev. J. K. Robb. It is a won-
derful illustration of the transforming
power of the Gospel. Mr. Robb has
chosen a very appropriate verse for

the caption:
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“If Any Man Be in Christ, He Is a
New Creature.

“About three years ago a man was
baptized, whose change of heart was
a matter of some speculation, and,
perhaps, some doubt as well. His life

previous to that time had not been
such as to create a very favorable im-
pression on those who knew him best.

In a quarrel with a neighbor in which
actual violence was resorted to, he
sustained injuries which made it nec-

essary for him to seek help at the hos-

pital. The other man was arrested,

and placed in confinement, the dura-
tion of which was to be determined
by the length of time that the injured
man was in the hospital. This condi-

tion was known to the patient, and he
was in no wise anxious for an early

release from hospital treatment, since

the longer he stayed in the hospital

the longer his assailant would have to

stay in jail. The situation was some-
what interesting to us all, but we little

looked for what actually transpired.

“The hospital and chapel are but a

short distance apart. This man while
in the hospital heard the Gospel, but
it was not until after a considerable
time that it began to have any per-

ceptible interest for him. But at length

he not only attended the religious

services in the hospital, but began
limping out to the chapel to the serv-

ices there. In the course of time his

trouble was all over with except a

slight limp that he will probably al-

ways have. He had expressed his de-

sire during the latter part of the

period of recovery, to unite with the
church. This was discounted some-
what by most all who knew him, as it

is no uncommon thing for people to

express their pleasure in the gospel

when they think it is expected of

them. And this man, we thought, was,
perhaps, declaring himself as pleased

with the gospel because he thought
we were expecting him to do some-
thing of the sort. But he finally at-

tended a meeting of the session, and
passed a very creditable examination,

and was baptized. We still did not
expect anything much of him, so dif-

ficult is it for men to forget the past,

even in the light of actual realities.

“And now comes the really wonder-
ful part of the man’s story. He
frankly and fully forgave the one who
inflicted the injury on him, and even
confessed that he had wronged the
other man quite as much as he had
himself been wronged. He taught his

mother the gospel, and was the human
instrumentality of bringing a saintly

old lady into the Kingdom of God.
His whole nature had been trans-
formed. From being a brawler and
rough character generally he has come
to be one of the most gentle and gen-
tlemanly persons in the whole com-
munity. He has not hesitated to make
his Christianity known to the world.
He lives in the midst of a wide circle

of relatives, and they all know that
he is a Christian, and that Christian-
ity has made him a different man. Not
long since a few of us paid him and
his mother a short New Year call.

We found them, their cows, pigs and
chickens, and any other possessions
that they owned, all established under
one roof. Close by the apartment for

the cows was a bed, and lying on it a

New Testament open. Truly Chris-

tianity does not need the outward
adornments of gilt and marble, for in

this humble abode was as unmistak-
able a spirit of the gospel as can be
found in the most splendid temple ded-

icated to the Name. He was referred

to the other evening by a brother
Christian, an educated man, and a

teacher in the Girls’ School, as a proof
of the fact that the gospel actually

changes people. The man himself tes-

tifies to this change. He was in a store

the other day, and was asked
.
what

had so altered his conduct. He re-

plied, ‘I am a Christian.’ He is really

“a new creature.” The gospel is not
only the power of God unto salvation,

but unto transformation as well. This
man, 'a new creature,’ is now a living

epistle, known and read of all who
know him, and reading this living
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epistle, they read of the transforming
power of the gospel, when once it is

given an opportunity.
,,

Lo Ting, China, in the February
issue of Olive Trees, on page 48,

there is an account by Dr. Dickson
of the opening of a new reading room
and dispensary at Sz Lun, a place

about a day’s journey from Lo Ting.

Miss Rose Huston sends an extract

from a letter of Mrs. Dickson, which
she suggests would make a good post-

script to Dr. Dickson’s letter. We
are glad to pass it on

:

“Miss Stewart and I ate with the

girls on Thanksgiving Day, but Dr.

Dickson had a Thanksgiving dinner

of rice and sweet potatoes in Sz Lun,
where he has opened a dispensary and
reading room with Wong Ming Shi in

charge. He is the best Christian we
have in Lo Ting, and seems to be
filled with the Spirit. This place has
been opened only a few weeks, but one
school teacher has become a warm-
hearted Christian and over twenty
young fellows came night after night

to visit Wong and learn Bible. Then
a few days ago some one started some
opposition, and nearly all the young
fellows stopped coming. Wong was
heartbroken over it, but we believe the

persecution will be a great blessing,

for it always seems to be.

“While Dr. Dickson was out there

the last time, it was quite cold. He
had on a thin Chinese suit as he
walked out and he was afraid of being
too hot. So when he got there he put
on his bath robe to get warmed up,

and the Chinese asked him to walk
down the main street of the city so

more people would know he was there.

He started to take off the bath robe,

but the Chinese said to keep it on, for

they knew people would like to see

it, it looked so thick and warm. So.

down the street he went with it on,

and then the funny part of it was, half

the Chinese he met said, ‘Wong, tai ke
i fuk, wong tai ke I fuk.” (It is a

king’s clothing. It is a king’s cloth-

ing)”

A letter from Miss Jennie Dean,
who went back to Lo Ting last Nov-
ember, came too late for the last

Olive Trees, but will be read with
pleasure in this number. Miss Dean
writes

:

“I am enclosing some items, from
recent numbers of the Lo Ting Weekly
News. You are aware, I am sure, that
this is Dr. Dickson’s publication and
exists primarily for our co-workers in

Tak Hing, but we have concluded we
ought to share the items with co-

workers in America.
“I need not tell you that I am happy

to be back in Lo Ting to help share
the burdens, rather privileges, of the
workers here. Dr. and Mrs. Dickson
and Miss Stewart are a host in them-
selves, nor do they consider tjiat they
have been overburdened in the least.

“It has taken me some time to get
readjusted after my long absence. An
extended furlough is not an unmixed
blessing when it comes to one’s Chi-
nese. However, the Lord has dealt

very graciously in giving needed
strength and I begin to feel as if I had
never been away.

“This is the closing of the term with
the usual examinations, and is a busy
time. We expect to leave on Monday
for Mission Meeting in Tak Hing,
February 28, is Chinese New Year’s,
and we will be absent probably two
weeks.”

* * *

The following are the news items of

which Miss Dean writes

:

“November 6, 1916.

“All the meetings held in the chapel
last week, during the idol festival,

were well attended
; in fact, the chapel

was filled every evening.
“Last Monday, the editor (Dr.

Dickson) visited the new Official, and
was well received. The Official showed
his interest in the hospital work by
asking for a subscription book.
“The Official returned the call the

next day, and, incidentally, became a
patient. He again affirmed his in-

terest in Western medicine and said
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he would do all he could to make the
present plan successful.

“Four villages were visited last

week and a number of men were lo-

cated who have studied the Doctrine
but need to be brought to a decision.

“Another attempt to gain admis-
sion to the district jail in order to

hold chapel services was made last

week after the new Official had ar-

rived, and the result was that a very
impressive gospel service was held
yesterday afternoon. All the prison
officials were interested and the hun-
dred and more prisoners gave a rapt
attention and a most earnest invita-

tion to come back.”

“November 13, 1916.

“Yesterday’s service at the jail was
followed by an after meeting, at

which many prisoners asked such
questions as ‘How can I worship God?’
‘How can I pray?’ ‘Do I have to go
to chapel to pray?’, etc.”

“November 27, 1916.

“Hong Ming Shi reported his first

convert in the Sz Lun field. He men-
tioned two others who are very earn-

est inquirers. They are all ‘read book’

men.

“The editor visited the market
town of Tai Wai last week. Some
medicine and 50 gospels were sold.

We hope to open regular dispensary
work here soon.

“Mrs. Mitchell has relieved Miss
Stewart of the women’s work and has
opened a class for the study of Chi-

nese characters, so that more of the

Christian women will be able to read
their Bibles.”

“December 4, 1916.

“Welcome back, Mr. Moderator!
We neglected to mention the Lo Ting
Middle School graduation in our last

week’s issue. It occurred on Novem-
ber 23. All the foreigners were in-

vited and most of them were asked to

make speeches. This is the first class

to be graduated and three of the 32

who received diplomas were Chris-
tians.”

“December 18, 1916.

“The meetings in the jail continue
in interest. One man who knows
characters very well has been reading
a chapter in the New Testament every
morning and evening to his fellow-

prisoners.

“The Lo Ting Official has promised
to support an anti-plague campaign,
and to issue a proclamation based on
directions furnished by the hospital
staff calling the people to use every
means to prevent a repetition of the
epidemic that occurred here last

spring.”

“January 8, 1917.

“Another evangelistic campaign
will be opened in Lo Ting about the

third week in February. Cheung
Laap Tsoi will be the evangelist.

“One of the young lady students in

the Girls’ School is to be married this

week. The bride’s name is Miss Lung
Ah Shui. She is so unhappy over the

prospects of the affair that she

threatened to commit suicide; how-

ever, the pleading of Miss Stewart

and Miss Dean persuaded her to fol-

low the saner course and marry the

man. (The engagement is made by

the girls’ parents and according to

Chinese law in inviolable.) She will

be the man’s third wife. The first

two are occupying cemetery lots.

“At a recent meeting of the Lo

Ting Session, a new rule in regard to

receiving members was proposed. It

is as follows : ‘Hereafter no applicant

will be received into church member-
ship until they have been registered

as believfers at least three months, dur-

ing which period of probation he will

be expected to acquire sufficient Bible

knowledge to lead at least another to

confess Christ and register.’
”
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Tak Hing, China. Mrs. J. M.

Wright has given us the following

“locals” from Tak Hing. The date is

February 5, 1917

:

We are so glad of bright weather

for the Chinese New Year’s callers.

There have been several hundred here

during the last ten days.

He He * He

The mission dinner was an inter-

esting feature of the annual mission

meeting. Twenty-three were seated

at one long table. We have enjoyed

having the friends from Lo Teng with

us.
He He He He

The members of the medical staff

attended the joint conference of the

National Medical Association and the

Chinese Medical Missionary Associa-

tion. This conference was held in

Canton during Chinese New Year’s

week. Over two hundred delegates

were present and as many guests.

They were banqueted by the Governor
of Canton and entertained royally by
others of note. Excursions to the dif-

ferent hospitals were arranged for

and the week was one long to re-

member. Things worth while were
discussed and things worth while are
being done.

* * * *

Vaccination has been the order of
the day. Quite a number of the vac-
cine patients “took” so we all feel
easier about mixing with the crowds
in the street.

* * * *

A number of women were inquiring
about schools and the terms on which
they might attend. They want their
girls to enter, as those who already
have girls in school say that obedience
is one of the first things taught and
that after the girls have been in

school awhile they are much more
tractable at home.

* * * *

This is to be “clean up” week in Wu
Chou, the first city west of us in
Kwong Sai Province. The doctors
here have been invited to attend and
take part in this Public Health Cam-
paign. We hope the day is not far
distant when every city will have its

Board of Public Health.
* * * *

The Postmaster up street, who
speaks English about as fluently as
some of us speak Chinese, has made
any of us who have called at his home
very welcome. His mother, wife and
two children occasionally attend the
women’s prayer meetings, and we
hope that their hearts will hunger
after the Gospel.

A MAN’S PETITION

By Frederick Moxon.

Before unto the crowding mart I fare,

Hear thou, 0 Lord of men, my morn-
ing prayer.

When on all sides insistent problems
throng,

Keep me serene of soul, unsmirched of

wrong.

If thou to me some heavy task entrust,

In wisdom guide me, make me firmly

just.

If thou this day my work with in-

crease bless,

Increase the more my wealth of

thankfulness.

Should loss befall, and doubt, and
panic fear,

What else may go, keep thou my faith

still clear.

Grant me the body’s health, the

cleanly mind,
And to my fellows make me very kind.

—Exchange.
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MAY WE BE ON GOD’S SIDE

Stern clouds of international crisis

have descended darkly on the United

States in the week past, and portents

of war are so ominous that it is almost

impossible to pray with faith that it

still may be averted.

Yet Christian America dares not

cease to pray for peace while there re-

mains even a faint fading hope of

eluding war in honor.
Anything is better than war save

compromise which pays for security

with a consent to wrong. Should,

however, our Government find that

by such intolerable terms alone might
peace be preserved, it will enter war
with a good conscience witnessing

that by nothing blamable to itself has

it provoked the frightful ills of armed
conflict.

On the contrary, President Wilson’s

long patience, derided so unfairly by
the rash and violent, will stand forth

as brilliant evidence that America
loved peace sincerely and abandoned
it only in preference to condoning
purposes and measures unconscion-

able in a civilized world. All this

being so evident, the Christian citizen-

ship of the nation will not be at a loss

to define its duty in such a time.

If the country is forced into war, its

Christian men and women, with but

few exceptions, will read in the war
call the summons of their Master to a

sacrificial part in that eternal strug-

gle with unrighteousness wherein he

gave up his own life. Lamentable as

any war is and as this war, if it

comes, must especially be, yet coming
it must be recognized by faith as an
integral episode in God’s building up
of his kingdom among humanity.

Those misguided men who let loose

on the world the fury of destruction

now raging in Europe must bear their

sin. It is not in the just rule of God
that they should escape retribution.

Though seeking to be tender of the

feelings of those to whom Germany

is a beloved fatherland, has not con-

cealed its conviction that not Ger-
many, indeed, but leaders wielding
Germany’s power were the culprits

chargeable with at least permitting
this epoch of present horror to come
upon mankind. All nations, indeed

—

our own not excluded—have been
guilty of foolish policies embedding
the dormant seed of war. But when
the seed sprouted, it was Germany’s
statesmen who might have stamped it

down again, for their own good as

well as the good of the world—and
they would not.

To that sin they shortly added two
never-to-be-extenuated crimes— the
invasion of Belgium and the sinking

of the Lusitania. The due reward of

their deeds, it is Germany’s unhappy
but inevitable lot now to be doomed
to suffer along with its rulers—ac-

cording to whatsover the unfailing

justice of God may ordain.

That America should be one of

God’s agents to inflict that punish-
ment seems now an awesomely prob-

able outcome of the wholesale Lusi-

tania murder. If so it be, Americans
will find it unusually possible to do
their duty in the spirit of Christ’s

command to love their enemies. For
it is gratifyingly apparent that in the

resort to arms, should that become
necessary, America would carry no
hatred against Germany. Rather the

national sentiment would be a solemn
and even sympathetic feeling that this

great people of great history—the lov-

able and genial Germans—must by
the harsh kindness of correction be

led back to political principles truer

to their own nature.

To that genuine international serv-

ice the American public will dedicate

itself, should . circumstances reveal

war as the only means thereto, and
in the sober consciousness of being
made ministers of justice and right,

they will pray, as Lincoln did, not
that God may be on their side, but
that they may not fail of being on
God’s side.”
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National Day of Prayer Set.

A National Day of Prayer, in which
petitions will be offered for the Pres-
ident of the United. States and Con-
gress, has been named for Sabbath,
February 18. United intercession
will be urged in order that the Pres-
ident and Congress “may be guided
in their momentous decisions in this

solemn hour.” Prayers for all the
nations engaged in the war will be
offered.

Mrs. T. P. Stevenson,

County Supt. Peace
,
W. C. T. U.

CONDITIONS CONTINUE GRAVE
IN TURKEY

In the briefest possible form we
give our readers the latest news from
Turkey. The February number of the

Missionary Herald contains full ac-

counts and should be read without
fail. The letter from Miss Mary
Fowle, who has since died of typhus,
bearing the title, “This Hell at Sivas,”

makes fearful reading, but should not
be passed by. It is cowardly to shut
our eyes to such facts. It is worse
than cowardly to shut our hearts to

such appeals. Should Turkey break
with the United States on account of

our attitude towards Germany, it may
involve serious consequences in the

matter of American Board property,

as well as for other interests in that

country, which, with our own, repre-

sent a valuation of about $40,000,000.

Although the future is full of uncer-

tainty, we do not fear for the safety

of the 100 missionaries who remain
at their posts.

Aside from Sivas, massacres have
abated and refugees are reported re-

turning to our stations in Eastern and
Central Turkey. The missionaries are

intensely busy administering relief.

Miss Olive Vaughan is alone at Had-
jin, where she is working for Moslem
women and children, the Armenians
being gone. She writes : “Don’t allow

any nressure to be brought upon me
looking to my leaving.” Since Miss

Fowle’s death Miss Mary Graffam has
been alone at Sivas. She says the
Turkish officials are friendly and the

German consul most anxious to serve

her. We must not forget these two
heroic women. Oorfa: it will be re-

called that Mr. Leslie died under sus-

picious circumstances. Mrs. Leslie

has returned and is busy with 250
orphans, wnom the Turks have forced

to become Moslems. Swiss mission-

aries are also there. Marash: forty-

five hundred refugees, wholly depend-
ent upon our missionaries. Aintab:
eight thousand dependent refugees;

orphanage has food for February;
girls’ school open; hospital running
smoothly. Tarsus

:

school full of small

boys (orphans), Mrs. Christie in

charge. Adana: Dr. Haas very busy
at hospital. Harpoot: original inhab-

itants all gone; others coming in;

many Moslems among those in need.

Van: city in ruins
;
Raynolds, Yarrow,

Maynard working from Erivan ; refu-

gees pouring in by thousands; relief

work well in hand. Trebizond: all is

quiet ;
Russians in control ; school

being continued ;
Mr. and Mrs. Craw-

ford refusing to leave on furlough.

Marsovan: Government in possession

of all our buildings ; missionaries

“graciously” allowed a few rooms;
forty soldiers per day dying of typhus
in mission compound. Brousa: thirty-

one thousand families were robbed of

all and reported. Smyrna: the popu-
lation being Greek was left undis-

turbed ; college running over with stu-

dents even with tuition fees advanced.
Constantinople: • flour selling at $45
per bag, kerosene $8 per quart

;
Gedik

Pasha school crowded with pupils

from prominent homes, tuition rate

advanced to provide electric lights in

place of oil; “we are thankful for

something to eat and wear.”

—

Amer-
ican Board Bulletin.

“The man who carries his troubles

round with him should see to it that

there is a hole in his pocket.”
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WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT
Edited by Mrs. J. S. Martin and Mrs. T. H. Acheson

Pittsburgh, Pa.

Another year has almost gone and
we are again looking forward to our
Presbyterial Meeting. It is to be held
this year in the First Beaver Falls

Church on Tuesday and Wednesday,
May 22 and 23, 1917. We are yet un-
certain as to what missionaries we
can secure for the night session. For
our afternoon we are planning for a
memorial service for Mrs. R. J.

George and Mrs. R. J. Hazlett, also a
Young Women’s Hour and a short
time for the cause of Temperance.
The children will have their time, and
possibly we may have news from our
Indian Mission and the Pittsburgh
Syrian Mission. It has been recom-
mended that we use our thank-offer-
ing this year for the support of one
or two women missionaries, so our
Thank-Offering Secretary will have
something to offer along this line. The
usual business routine will be carried
through. Pray that we may have the
blessing of the Spirit and that we
may all be ready to help make our
meeting one to be remembered.

Annette G. Wallace.

A word of cheer from the W. M. S.,

of Beaver Falls might be unexpected,
but acceptable in your columns.
Do not decide because you have not

heard from us in some time that we
are not “still on the map.” Our an-

nual meeting was held on March 1st,

and sopie changes were made in the
personnel of our official staff. We
are planning and looking forward
with anticipation to our coming Pres-
byterial meeting in May. With the
efficient help of our sister society on
Patterson Heights, we hope to be able
to care for and give you all a most
hearty welcome. A striking incident
has been mentioned among us, viz.,

that a memorial service is being
planned by our committee for one who

gave the best years of her life in this

place in the service of her Master, as

a pastor’s wife, and a leading spirit in

temperance and missionary effort,

Mrs. R. G. George, of precious mem-
ory, to those who knew her best.

Many will recall a similar service

for Mrs. Carithers in Wilkinsburg,

which was most impressive. I was im-

pressed last year with the appropri-

ateness of a memorial service for

Miss Mattie Wylie in the church at

New Galilee, where she had a welcome
home, when on furlough, and where
she was honored and revered. Happy
thought! That we are led by the

Spirit in all these matters, although

we are seldom conscious of it.

We trust that it will be an easy

task, for our delegates, and all con-

cerned, to carry the inspiration of the

coming gathering to the Home Socie-

ties, and want to assure you that the

greater blessing will be ours.

Mrs. Allen.

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT

“Soldiers of the Prince.”

Chapter VI.

What Boys and Girls Can Do for the

Empire of Love.

Dear Boys and Girls:

How many of you know what love

is? One mav see examples of love

every day. Parents love their chil-

dren, children love parents, brothers

and sisters love each other, and so do

friends. Christ even told us to love

our enemies. Now if we love people

we are going to try to be kind and

good and just to them. What a lot

of unfairness would be done away
with if only we loved one another as

Jesus told us we should. If there is
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love and justice in this world then
we shall have peace and joy for one
good follows another. When men
everywhere get this spirit of love and
good will; we shall have a kingdom
or empire of love.

Now what can boys and girls do to

help establish this Empire of Love?
At first, you may think boys and girls

are too small and unimportant to do
anything; but this is not so. No one
is too small to love. Try loving people

around you and trying to please them.
Just see what a wonderful difference

it makes. If you think you cannot
love your enemies ask Christ to help

you. Then if you will give yourself to

Christ, enlist under his banner, and
work with and for him

;
wonders may

be accomplished. One cannot begin
too early to fight sin in his own
heart. Oftentimes, too, little children

are more successful in bringing oth-

ers to Christ than older people. Thus
in one way and another boys and girls

can do many things to establish a

spirit of peace, love and good-will on
earth. But, remember, all this can be
done only through the Lord Jesus
Christ. It is He who gives us this

love. It is when we acknowledge Him
as King and Ruler in the Nation as in

our hearts, that we will have the
Empire of Love.

There is one big thing boys and
girls can do as well as big people, and
that is, help fight race prejudice.

Remember that God made negroes,
Indians and Chinese just as surely as

He made you and me; and that just

so surely Christ loved and died for

them as for us. Begin now to think
of other people as belonging to his

kingdom, too, and soon race prejudice
will vanish as dew before the sun. One
sure way to learn to like others is to

try and help them. Save some of your
pennies and give to send people to

China, India, Africa and other places

to tell the boys and girls, fathers and
mothers about the love and salvation

of Christ. The more you give, the

more you will want to know about
them. The more you know about
them the better you will like them.
If a million children would eaeh give
just one cent a year it would amount
to $10,000. Think! How many pen-
nies can you give ?

There k> still another thing you can
do. That is pray. Prayer does won-
derful things. Daniel prayed and the
lions could not harm him. David
prayed and he killed Goliath. If we
pray, God may do wonderful things
with us. For one may sow the seed,
and another water it, but it is God
who gives the harvest.

Last of all, remember that you, who
are the boys and girls of today will be
the men and women of tomorrow. So
the kind of men and women we have,
then, depends on what kind of boys
and girls you are today. Take for
your motto : “Love to God and love to
men.” Serve the Lord Jesus Christ
every day. Serve your fellowmen by
bringing them to Him. Then, to-

morrow, if all do this, perhaps, we
may have our Empire of Love, the
reign of Jesus Christ as King of Kings
and Lord of Lords.” Who will work
for it?

Mary A. McWilliams.

Living room and Library of

Mr. J. Boggs Dodds and family, Suadea, Syria.
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“SNAP-SHOTS OF LONG AGO”
Looking over the “snap-shots”

taken in Turkey some years ago it

occurred to me tnat, perhaps, some of

our friends who read Olive Trees
would like to see a few of the pictures
which have never been in print, so

I take up my neglected pen to record
some little experiences in connection
with these pictures.

These past experiences have occu-

pied my mind so much these long,

lonely months since May 11, 1916,
when my “missionary hero” was
taken from us to join the Army Tri-

umphant in Paradise.
Happy in the midst of home, with

its cares and joys, and in the com-
munity with its needs, I was busy
with my camera, after our return to

Turkey from our enforced furlough.
Today we are glad to have these

snap-shots of the past.

Picture No. 1 is a corner of our
large living-room and library in the
mission house in Suadea, Syria. You
can see Mr. Dodds sitting at his desk,

where he penned so many Arabic ser-

mons, where he sat and talked, from
day to day, to hundreds of people
about everything of interest to them,
always bringing in an application of

the gospel of love and redemption.
His wonderful ability to interest

and hold the attention of those ignor-

ant people was manifest in this room,
where the regular women’s meeting
was held. There would be an attend-
ance of twenty or thirty, each one
bringing her young children. They
preferred sitting on the floor, although
the more enlightened would uncom-
fortably sit on chairs. The room would
be full of these closely packed women
and children as they crowded together
on the floor, Oriental fashion. Should
a child become boisterous I would
quiet it with a little hard native candy.
Mr. Dodds could keep the mothers’
closest attention as he gave one illus-

tration after another. There were
two things that never failed to catch
their ears. Silk worm raising was

Although this room brings these sad
memories, it was for so many years
their industry. They seemed to love
those big, fat worms, the larger and
fatter the better, as this meant larger
silk cocoons—more money for their
husbands! Then a wedding was, to
old and young, the supreme climax of
social functions—not unlike Amer-
icans ! So worms and weddings were
the two words that never failed to get
their attention.

Many Turkish officials, with their
attendants, would come with great
pomp and ceremony to visit Mr. Dodds
in this room. The new callers would
express surprise that the American
gentleman did not pass wine to his

distinguished guests. This gave Mr.
Dodds the opportunity to explain the
gospel reasons. In company with
other Moslems they were most careful

lest they be caught assenting to the
gospel message, but many times an
officer would come alone and tarry
long as he eagerly listened to the
gospel. May that seed sowing bear
fruit when the Moslem power is

broken during this terrible war.

This room has been the council

chamber for many missionaries, Mr.
Easson, Dr. Moore, Dr. Balph, Miss
Cunningham, Dr. Stewart, Miss
Edgar, Rev. C. A. Dodds and many
others have held counsel in this room.

It was here, on the couch in the

corner, that Mr. Dodds threw himself
in grief and anguish when the shock-

ing news reached him that his own
dear mother had passed away. All

alone, with none to comfort him, so

alone those two years of self-sacriflc-

ing service in that needy field, none of

his own countrymen nearer than
sixty miles, he called “Uncle Simaan,”
the faithful, who came and sat beside

him two hours in silent grief.

It was in this room that dear Miss
Cunningham laid down her life, alone,

too, had it not been for God’s tender
providence in unexpectedly taking Dr.

Stewart, Miss Edgar and Dr. Balph to

her before the death angel came.
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the centre where our family had its

most blessed, happy and joyful asso-

ciations, that I love to recall those
glad days.

Mr Dodds’ mountain heme on
Mt. Cassius, Kessab, Syria.

Picture No. 2 is the mountain home
that Mr. Dodds built in Kessab, on
Mt. Cassius, for his family, so that
they might escape the tropical heat
and malaria of the Oroutes valley

during the summer. Though on the
archstone, over the door-way, was the

motto, “Come ye apart and rest

awhile,” he would not rest for long
at a time, but he rode up and down to

Suadea, in the scorching sun, over
twenty miles of rough mountain
roads, to preach to his waiting people.

No. 3 is a snap-shot taken after the
twenty-mile ride, just as he entered
the wall-gate into the yard in front of

our mountain home. Our three little

boys loved to run and meet him,
knowing the joyful welcome their
father would give them. He had come
in special haste this time, as he had
heard that a scorpion had stung me
on the finger. He was greatly pleased
to see me out with my camera, when
all the way he had misgivings as to
what might be the consequence of the
sting.

God’s plans were not our plans, so
in the midst of our work, we were
forced, because of the trying climate,
to leave our people and return to
America.

Three little sons welcome home to

Mr. Dodds after 20 mi. ride.

No. 4. is a snap-shot of the trans-

continental train in which we rode

from Constantinople to Vienna. Mr.
Dodds stood outside as a protection

to me from the unscrupulous Turks
in the rear, who were curious to see

the camera and the operator.

Transcontinental train from Constantinople
carrying Mr. Dodds and family home from
Turkey in 1903.
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Since those days the country

through which we passed has been

devastated by war
;

our mountain

home has been destroyed, and most

likely the Suadea property is dese-

crated by the Turks. Out of this tur-

moil may God glorify His Son! The
ambition^ of my “missionary hero”

was to serve his Master well. May
his mantle of devotion fall upon oth-

ers who will consecrate their young
lives to help in the reconstruction of

Turkey, when this awful carnage is

past. The world was never more in

need of great Christian statesmen in

the missionary force than today, if we
are to win the Near East for Christ,

the Prince of Peace.

Myrta May Dodds.

JUNIOR TOPICS
*April—How to Get the World in

Your Eye. Psa. 24: 1.

*May—Our Brothers and Sisters in

All the World. Psa. 33 : 13-15.

*June—How to Be Christian Sol-

diers. Eph. 6: 11-13.

*July—Missionary Soldiers for

Christ. Psa. 115:1-8.
*August—How Can Children Help

to Make Peace on Earth. Psa. 34:

11-15.

September—Our Own Home Mis-

sions. Psa. 72 : 2-5.

October—Our Own Foreign Mis-

sions. Psa. 67.

November—Why Is It a Good
Thing to Give Thanks. Psa. 92 : 1.

December—Our Work for Temper-

ance. Isa. 5 : 20-23.

* Helpful material for these meetings will

be found in the little missionary book which

we have adopted for our mission study this

year and on which comments will be found

in the recent numbers of the Olive Trees.

The first article will be found in the No-

vember copy. They have all been written

by Miss Mary McWilliams, of Allegheny

congregation.

Mrs. D. C. Ward.

HIS GIFT AND MINE

Over against the treasury,

He sits who gave Himself for me.

He sees the coppers that I give

Who gave His life that I might live.

He sees the silver I withhold

Who left for me His throne of gold.

Who found a manger for His bed,

Who had not where to lay His head.

Fie sees the gold I clasp so tight,

And I am debtor in His sight.

—Edith B. Gurley
,
in the Christian

Missionary. •

We will be deeply grateful to any

friends who can send us copies of Jan-

uary, 1917, “Olive Trees.” There are

many new subscribers who desire

copies and we have none left. We
also have requests for February,

April, July and August, 1916. Who
can help us? Send to 500 Catharine

Street.

Treasurer’s Books close April

30th. Congregational Treasurers

please get all funds for 1916-1817

in early.

Interesting article on visit to Southern

Mission, by Mrs. W. O. Ferguson,

will appear in May number.

What are Christians put into the

world for except to do the impossible

in the strength of God?—General S.

C. Armstrong.



FOREIGN MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1916

Latakia, Syria.

Rev. Jas. S. Stewart, D. D
Mrs. J. S. Stewart
Rev. Samual Edgar,

) , , ,
,

Mrs. Samuel Edgar \
on furlough.

.

J. M. Balph, M. D.,
) „„ - ,

.

Mrs. J. M. Balph .
. \

on furlough • • • •

Miss Maggie B. Edgar
Miss M. Florence Mearns, on fur’gh

Mersine, Asia Minor

.

Rev. Robt. E. Willson, ) , . ,

Mrs. Robt. E. Willson
j

on lur gn

Rev. Andrew J. McFarland
Mrs. Andrew J. McFarland
John Peoples, M. D
Mrs. John Peoples
Mr. J. French Carithers
Miss Evadna M. Sterrett
Miss F. Elma French, on furlough .

Larnaca, Cyprus.

Rev. Walter McCarroll
Mrs. Walter McCarroll, on furlough
Mr. Charles A. Stewart
Mr. Wilbur Weir

Nicosia, Cyprus.

Calvin McCarroll, M. D
Mrs. Calvin McCarroll

Tak Ring Chau, West River
,

South China.

Rev. A. I. Robb, D. D
Mrs. A. I. Robb
Rev. J. K. Robb,
Mrs. J. K. Robb on furlough

Rev. Julius A. Kempf
Mrs. Julius A. Kempf
Rev. William M. Robb
Mrs. William M. Robb
J. M. Wright, M. D
Mrs. J. M. Wright
Miss Kate McBurney, M. T>.,

Miss Ida M. Scott, M. D., j
on furlough

Miss Annie J. Robinson, I
without sair'y

Miss Mary R. Adams •

Miss Rose A. Huston, on furlough . .

.

Miss Nelle A. Brownlee, Union Lan-
guage School

,
Canton S. China.

Lo Ting, via Canton, South China.

Rev. D. R. Taggart ) on furlough
Mrs. D. R. TAGGART

j without salary

Miss Ella Margaret Stewart
Miss Jennie M. Dean
Rev. Ernest C. Mitchell
Mrs. Ernest C. Mitchell . .

E. J. M. Dickson, M. D
Mrs. E. J. M. Dickson

HOME MISSIONARIES OF THE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN 1916
Indian Mission.
Apache, Okla.

Southern Mission.

Selma, Ala.
Rev. W. W. Carithers, D. D., Superintend-

ent
Rev. Owen F. Thompson
Miss Mary McFarland
Miss Inez Wicherham
Miss Lena Blackwood
Miss Ellen Wilson
Miss Irene McMurtrey
Mr. Paul White
Mr. Roger Williams
Mr. Clay Williams
Mission of the Covenant, 800 South 5th St.,

Philadelphia, Pa.

Miss Annie Forsyth,
Miss Emma M. McFarland

Volunteer Workers.
Miss Mary Grey
Miss Mazie Steele
Miss Anna Thompson
Miss Mary Pfiel Adams
Miss Eunice Flagg
Miss Ruth McCandless
Dr. Robert C. Duncan

Rev. George A. Edgar, D. D., Superintend-
ent, Knox Academy

Miss Margaret Martin, Principal of High
School

Miss Ella M. Hays, Grammar School
Miss Elvira Sims
Miss Ella Frazier
Miss Ella Thompson
Mrs. M, I. Robb
Mrs. G. M. Sims
Mrs. Ellen Senegal
Miss M. E. Fowler, Supy

t Girls’ Industrial
Department

Miss Ora B. Sheltqn, Assistant Girls
y
In-

dustrial Department
Miss Anna Sims
Miss Mary Wilson
Mrs. P. C. Ashurst, Music
Miss Sophie Kingston, East Selma
Miss Laura Mae Kingston, East Selma
Miss Gussie Ware, Valley Creek
Mrs. L. Kynett, Pleasant Grove
Prof. W. M. Bottoms, Sup’t Boysf Indus-

trial Department
Mrs. S. A. Parker
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POST OFFICE ADDRESSES OF TREASURERS
Syrian Mission, Mission in China, Mission of The Covenant and Church Erection

—

Mr. Joseph M. Steele, 1600 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa.
Domestic Mission ; Southern Mission ; Indian Mission; Testimony Bearing Sustentation;
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Aged People’s Home—Mrs. A. G. Wallace, 235 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa

TELEPHONE: 785 MORN 1NGSIDE

WM. McGbBAN’S SON
.Undertaker and Embalmer

508 WEST 134ta STREET
ROBERT L. McCLEAN NE>W YORK

f\. LflBER PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED

MflNflGbR GLASSES FITTED

'HERBERT & HUESGEN CO.

Opticians
OHMERHS FIND
PHOTO SUPPLIES

18 Ef\ST 42nd STREET
Telephone, Mvirray Hill 624

NEW YORK

JAMES S. TIBBY bviumng - Pittsbxirg, Pa..

SELLS THE FOLLOWING COVENANTER LITERATURE

PSALM BOOKS (old and new versions), TESTIMONY,
BOOK OF DISCIPLINE, MINUTES OF SYNOD, CON-
FESSION OF FAITH, CATECHISMS, TALES OF
COVENANTERS, POETS and POETRY, ROMANISM
ANALYZED, HISTORY OF THE TRIAL, 1891

WHITE FOR PRICES


